46       MAXIMILIAN  THE DREAMER
and G-uelderland; the five countries, Hainault, Holland, Zeeland, Flanders, and Artois; the six countries, Picardy, Friesland, Zutphen, Namur, Salines, and Malines ; besides many other countries, dominions, towns, and castles, more than I can here number or name. . . ."
A goodly heritage indeed; but this was no light burden for a youth of eighteen, and Maximilian had much trouble in store. But from the beginning the marriage seems to have been a very happy one, and their mutual affection never failed. In a confidential letter to his friend Sigismund Priischenk, Maximilian writes four months later, December 7, 1477:
"I have a lovely, good, and virtuous wife who fills me with content, for which I give thanks to God, She is tall but slender of body, much smaller than ' die Rosina/1 and snow-white. She has brown hair, a small nose, a little head and face, her eyes brown, tinged with grey, beautiful and clear. The mouth is somewhat high, but well-defined and red. . . . My wife is a thorough sportswoman with hawk and hound. She has a greyhound that is very swift. It sleeps generally all night in our room. . . /* *
Marie on her side was devoted to her husband, and she left all affairs of State and policy entirely in his hands. As we have seen, the burghers of the Netherland cities were masterful and resolute
1 See Von Kraus, p. 30.   A young girl from whom Maximilian had a tearful parting. * Von Kraus, p. 27.per and Lower Burgundy, Luxemburg and Tischy; the three countries, Brabant, Lorraine,
